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REFUGE IN A STORM 
This heartfelt project proves you don’t need an unlimited budget 

to create a home. Help Her Home, a volunteer group of interior 

designers and industry professionals, partnered with the Sojourner 

House to transform a four-bedroom house into a sweet refuge for 

mothers and kids escaping domestic violence. Our jurors applauded 

the result, with assistance that included a $5,000 donation by AAA 

Northeast. “It deserves recognition for creating a welcoming safe 

space on a budget.” 
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HISTORY LESSON 
Newcomer Hammetts Hotel perches on a prominent corner of Newport’s 

vibrant working waterfront, with a walkway that connects the surrounding 

neighborhood with the harbor’s edge. The hotel’s internal courtyard is a 

place where guests can relax as well as a public space for visitors to take in 

the maritime views. Our jurors praised the substantial thought that went 

into the urban planning of this project. The transformation turned a one-

time vacant parking lot into an accessible 24,000-square-foot space, while 

also picking up on the historical context of the nearby buildings. “It’s how 

people want to experience the water.”

ARCHITECT: Union Studio Architecture and Community Design

CONSTRUCTION MANAGER: Behan Brothers

MEP/FP: Wozny Barbar and Associates

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER: Yoder and Tidwell

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT: Traverse Landscape Architects

INTERIOR DESIGN: DiLeonardo International 

SITE AND CIVIL ENGINEER: Pare Corporation

HOTEL MANAGEMENT: Main Street Hospitality

HOTEL CONSULTANT: Pinnacle Advisory Group

PHOTOGRAPHY: Matthew Carbone
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